SELF-ASSESSMENT FOR THE OK to PLAY SIGNAGE    Date: _____________

Name of Play Space: _____________________________ Location: _______________________
Tick each box where the play area meets the standard stated. Add up the ticks in each section and put total number in box.
	BEST LOCATION

There is an understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the play areas’ location and the sites features.

See Factsheet 13 of the Play Pack
	The play space: 

· fits well on the area and open space available

· is seen as an attractive place to visit 

· makes use of natural elements i.e  grassy mounds, planting, logs, and boulders to make it a more attractive setting
· particularly enhances a poor environment
· is located where children would naturally play
· is away from dangerous roads, noise and pollution

· has some level of informal supervision eg  walkers, house frontage/backs and drivers provide informal supervision.
	Best Location Score:
· out of 7
Areas for Improvement:



	PLAY VALUE
The area provides a wide range of play experiences, that puts play in the control of children, encouraging imagination and creativity and builds in opportunities to experience risk and challenge.
See Factsheet 14, 14a, 20 of the Play Pack.


	The play space accommodates:

· toddlers

· young children 

· teenagers

· children of different ages to play together ie it avoids segregation of age or ability.

The play space provides the opportunity for different types of risk, challenge and adventure including:

· climbing for different abilities 

· sliding,  swinging and seesaw
· hiding and making dens

· creating and following tracks, and trails

· jumping at different levels

· using moving play equipment e.g net cones, slip slides

· ball games area

· playing with sand 

· exploring sound and different textures.


	Play Value Score:

· out of 14
Areas for Improvement:



	ACCESSILITY
Offers an enjoyable experience to both disabled and non-disabled children, whilst accepting that not all elements can be accessible to everyone.
See Factsheet 14 & 14a of the Play Pack

	· The play space is DDA compliant.

The play space has:

· lifting and supporting equipment

· accessible routes in and around the space

· multi-sensory opportunities ie smell, textures

· equipment at different levels 

· suitable picnic tables/benches with arm rests.


	Accessibility

Score:
· out of 6
Areas for Improvement:



	MEET COMMUNITY NEEDS

The community has been/is engaged with creating the play space and has opportunity to share their concerns, visions and aspirations.  

See Factsheet 6 & 6a of The Play Pack.
	· The community was consulted on the design of the play space.  
· Local residents had and continue to have an opportunity to share their concerns, visions and aspirations for the play space.

· The community has been involved to review whether the play space is enjoyable, accessible and has play value.  
	Community needs Score:

· out of 3

Areas for Improvement:

	MAINTAINANCE
Area sustainable and appropriately maintained.

See Factsheets 14 & 16a of the Play Pack
	· The play space has been designed and constructed using recycled or sustainably sourced materials. 

The play space has: 
· an Annual ROSPA/insurer inspection 

· a maintenance schedule drawn up appropriate to the site ie litter clearance, defects works

· long term maintenance and sustainability planned and resourced.
	Maintenance Score:

· out of 4
Areas for Improvement:



	DEVELOPMENT

The play space develops and changes over time to meet local need, avoiding a dull unused space.
See Factsheet 14a of the Play Pack.
	· The play space been designed with some slack space to allow for easier adaption.

· The play space serves the changing age groups of local children.

· It is acknowledged by decision-makers that the play space needs to be refurbished.
	Development Score:

· out of 3
Areas for Improvement:



	TOTAL SCORE:
PERCENTAGE SCORE (= 37 divided by your score):
	· out of 37

· %

	If percentage is 70% or over then your play area has passed the signage assessment.



Completed by: (Name) 

On behalf of: (Parish Council/Organisation):
___________________________________  
_____________________________________________
For further support and advice, please contact Emma Powell, Parks and Countryside Officer, 01233 330 520. Please return the form to SallyAnne Logan, Cultural & Youth Project Leader, Cultural Services, Ashford Borough Council, Civic Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford, Kent TN23 1PL or email: sallyanne.logan@ashford.gov.uk
