WILLESBOROUGH COMMUNITY FORUM

OPEN MEETING 30TH MARCH 2011 

HELD AT WILLESBOROUGH BAPTIST CHURCH

Attended by:-
See attendance list

Apologies:-
Cllr Bob Cowley, Ted Hawkins (arrived later), Sue Burgess, Kath and Ron Stedman, Cllr Sue Heaton, Eve Mason, Clare Chantler

The Chairman welcomed those attending the meeting

Minutes of the last meeting :- Were agreed and signed.

Matters arising:
There were no matters arising.

Street Pastors: - A short talk was given to explain how they worked within the town centre on a Friday and Saturday two nights a month. They help to calm bad situations caused by drink etc. They also help the police and will clear up bottles etc. after there has been an incident. They cannot work without a prayer group from all the churches in Ashford who they are in touch with all the time. These groups are active all over the country and more volunteers are needed in Ashford to enable them to offer this service every weekend.

Big Tidy Up: - Last Saturday there was a litter pick up organised by the Baptist Church, it was a great success with over 40 people attending.  Several young people also got involved.

David Geoghegan – Localism: - Alan welcomed David for this second talk on Localism, which is the coming together of the Community and it starts in May 2011, the concept of it is that the community can be responsible for what happens in their area, it brings decision making to the community for the community and gives them the right to challenge what is happening. David left a four page leaflet for distribution   David gave some personal outlooks to how the system would work within the local community as well as some of the downfalls within the Act.   The bill contains over 40 proposals, including areas such as democratising the planning system, putting power to decide the future shape of their area back into the hands of local communities.  There will be a new package of community rights, allowing local groups to bid to take over struggling services if they can prove they can do it cheaper, and to save important community facilities from disappearing.   Councils will be given the power to set their own governance structures and many more areas.   Alan thanked David for his explanation.

Local County Issues: - Cllr George Koowaree explained the timetable for the setting of the County Budget, that has recently been agreed and how they have to make cuts of 95 million pounds for the next year but still have to give a good service and value for money to the tax payer.

P.C.S.O:- Jason Brett has been at Tesco Express to enable the public to pop in and discuss issues of concern to them, this has proved to be very successful. There has been any increase in break-ins of houses in the area, please ensure that items of value are not left in sight. More patrols have been available for our area. Police surgeries are being held at the North School and talks are being given at the Junior Schools, these have proved very helpful. Recreation Area in Willesborough hope to get a camera to help prevent problems during the long summer evenings. Parking on double yellow lines is being checked on a regular basis and tickets are being issued. If you see any Anti Social behaviour please phone to report and it will be checked in conjunction with other agencies.

Reports from Local Councillors:-
Cllr Bob Davidson gave a vote of thanks to Cllr George Koowaree for his support as a Councillor for North Ashford area for over 24 years.   He has given support, advice and committed himself to his role as a councillor representing his community.  He will be handing over the reins to Bob Cowley, if elected.   Cllr Koowaree will remain in the role of being a Kent County Councillor.  It is starting to be a busy period as all Councillors who are currently up to be  seeking re-election or one of the community electing new representatives in the wards.  The building site in the Hythe Road is progressing well and now has a new site manager in place.   Some of the houses are already occupied.   Hythe Road and junction 10 remains busy especially at peak times which cause bus delays etc .   Cllr Davidson agreed with the PCSO the need to look at parking on double yellow lines and stated in some areas it has been effective with parking notices issued.   He emphasised the need to look at Neighbourhood Watch schemes in the area and how effective they are in given out essential information about incidents.   During the meeting he thanked both the Street Pastors for the role they are doing in the town centre and those involved in the big clean up.   He answered some questions from the floor as well as taking some away to investigate.
Any Other Business; - There was none.

Date of Next Meeting: - Wednesday 20th July 2011.   This will be the Annual General Meeting.

