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Get Involved!
“Improving our homes and neighbourhoods in partnership with Ashford Borough Council”

Tenants and staff from Ashford Borough Council have shown that working together can potentially make life better for everyone, so why not get involved and see the difference you can make.

The Ashford Borough Tenants Forum is a group of 14 tenants and leaseholders who are elected for three years, and whose role is to meet with Housing staff and Councillors to agree housing strategies and policies. Tenants can self nominate at any time of the year and ideally attend a few meetings to see if it is for them, but elections happen in July and new members are ratified at the annual general meeting in September. 
All tenants, licensees, and leaseholders living in Ashford Borough Council owned houses, flats, maisonettes, bungalows, sheltered accommodation, and leased properties, are eligible to stand for election for a place on the Ashford Borough Tenants Forum. This can include family members living with the tenant licensee or leaseholder. However, all candidates must be aged 18 or over.

You do not need any special skills or experience to stand for nomination, just a little time and a desire to talk to us about the way you would like your village, road, estate or community to be managed, and how you might influence the way your landlord works for the benefit of the borough as a whole as well as your particular area. 
Ashford Borough Council will pay your travelling and childcare costs whilst you are engaged on Ashford Borough Tenants Forum business. Forum members receive training and support and have a meeting room where they meet for informal discussions, and to access their emails etc.
This year the closing date to receive nominations is 16 July 2012. Forum members will be ratified at the annual general meeting on 17 September 2012.
If more nominations are received than there are posts to fill, then a ballot will be held, and it will be up to tenants and leaseholders throughout the borough to decide who gets elected. Your statement, along with your name, age and area where you live (but not your address) will be printed on the ballot information to help tenants and leaseholders make their decision. 

Election of New Members for Ashford Borough Tenants’ Forum
Forum Member Nomination Form
Full Name: 

Address:

Phone Number

Email Address

Age

I have been a tenant or leaseholder for ______ years

Please return in the prepaid envelope provided or alternatively post to Philippa Dale Housing Services, Ashford Borough Council, Civic Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford, Kent TN23 1PL, don’t forget to attach your 100-word-or-less candidate statement explaining why you would like to be considered to go on ABTF.
