Willesborough Community Forum

Annual General Meeting

20 July 2011, Willesborough Baptist Church

Attended by 65 community members (list available from the secretary)
Apologies Cllr Robert Davidson, Daphne Davidson, Reverend John McKenzie, Ted Hawkins, Keith Dowsey
The minutes of the last meeting (AGM 21 July 2010) were signed as a true record. There were no matters arising.
Police update PC Alison Barney and PCSO Jason Brett updated the meeting. Recently they carried out a significant multi agency operation clean sweep on the Orbital Park due to problems particularly at weekends of foreign lorries. They used a European bailiff who was employed by ABC and recovered and found drivers for £56,000 worth of tickets. A similar operation is planned for August. 
Jason has made links with the youth centre following complaints of antisocial behaviour. There have been suspensions and since Jason has been attending every Thursday, there has been improved behaviour.
Alison is doing a school surgery at the North School. She has reviewed success over the last year and there have been significant positive results. Tackling theft and assaults inside the school environment rather than the far more serious consequences outside have resulted in the majority of those seen not reoffending.

Jason has dealt with the graffiti on the Essella Bridge. Two offenders were caught and identified through CCTV footage. This is an ongoing investigation.

Norton Knatchbull has erected a fence along Gordon Close which should alleviate the problems of loitering and littering.
Alison advised that operation cubit looking for untaxed cars found fewer vehicles indicating people are becoming more law abiding.

Jason reported a recent problem of antisocial behaviour in Abbey Way. Culprit bragged on facebook. This has been deferred but they are maintaining a police presence.
There has been a spate of thefts from vehicles in Cradlebridge Drive. They have done a letter drop offering crime prevention advice.

Q. Did operation cubit include insurance evasion?
A. No it was just tax.

Q. Did they know about an incident on Woodland Road?

A. Yes.

Q. Can anything be done about a vehicle parked permanently taxed but being used as an advertising hoarding?

A. KCC does not allow advertising on the highway. Cllr Davey to take this up.

Q. Traders are leaving mobile advertising boards corner of Foxglove limiting site lines. They are on private land. 
A. KCC unable to take action but the planning officer is investigating.

Treasurer’s Report 
£3517.79 balance

£750 from ABC

£4267.79

£1.57 interest
£4269.36

- £264.50 for printing and advertising

£4004.86

Election of officers and steering group. There being no contest for any post, Alan Dinnie has agreed to continue as Chair, Zoe Amos has agreed to continue as Vice Chair, Stella Cowland has agreed to continue as Treasurer, and following the meeting Christine Coleman agreed to take on the role of Secretary. 
Ashford Borough Council presentation on recycling. Ann Davies Assistant Street Scene and Open Space Manager gave an interesting and thought provoking presentation on recycling and what we can all do to help. 

Q. How can you deal with mares tail it can’t be composted?

A. very difficult – some deep rooted plants can be left in the sun and will die and can then be composted but not mares tail. (respondent Ann Davies)
Q. Why is Ashford so far behind other boroughs with recycling.

A. Trying to keep council tax low. It has extended the blue box scheme, although flats are hard to cater for. (respondent Ann Davies)
Q. would improved recycling improve the litter problem?

A. No proven correlation (respondent Ann Davies)
Q. Ashford had bad publicity as burns 65% of waste.

A. It had the worst rating in the county for recycling. (respondent Ann Davies) Waste goes to the power plant at Aldington which is expensive and intensive. (respondent not Ann Davies) Landfill is the worst. Burning is better. Recycling is best as long as it doesn’t use more resources than it makes. (respondent Ann Davies)
Q. Could the access at the KCC recycling centre be improved?

A. Unlikely as was only done a few years ago (respondent Cllr Koowaree)
Q. Why can’t card go in the blue box?

A. Dealt with very differently to paper. (respondent Ann Davies)
(Presentation available from Philippa Dale 330365 philippa.dale@ashford.gov.uk  upon request)

Update from local councillors

Cllr David Smith South Willesborough Ward Waterside children’s centre and refurbished Swan Centre official opening 30 July. 

South Willesborough being overdeveloped because permission is being granted for properties to be built in gardens.

Starting a farmers market on Newtown Green starting August or September.

With the Orbital operation clean sweep this will enable lorries to be identified and stopped at Dover. Clean sweep in Newtown and South Willesborough was able to look for tax insurance and MOT. Allotments are being targeted by youths. Security fencing is being erected.

Cllr Jane Davey Highfield Ward. Contact Jane with any problems. She is working with KCC Highways to try to tackle issues in Church Road including the crossing traffic, parking, and buses.

Cllr Andrew Mortimer North Willesborough Ward Problems with traffic and narrow roads. Problem with hospital staff parking on streets around as have to pay £8.00 per day to park at the hospital. Cllr Mortimer has asked for a meeting with the hospital management, ABC and KCC.
Heavy goods vehicles are causing problems on narrow roads behind the hospital servicing businesses in the rural area. Trying to find alternative routes, looking for a peaceful solution, and trying to press police to be more proactive. 
Objecting to housing and other development by the hospital. The hospital is the biggest employer in Ashford.

Q. Blackwall Road should not be used as an alternative as includes the East Stour Valley walk. Could double yellow lines be introduced?

A. there are no simple solutions, and residents have expressed opposition to double yellow lines.

County Councillor George Koowaree Alington produces enough electricity for the whole of Maidstone town. East Kent is looking at other sites, and Ashford has been mentioned.

Regarding parking Cllr Koowaree is pushing for a study to be done200 meters from the hospital. Highway money should protect local people or be for bus services.
KCC is doing a lot of commissioning – elderly services and now youth services. Meanwhile directors salaries are going up and up.

Cllr Koowaree has attended a course on child protection.

Cllr Koowaree wants ideas for community money – let him know.

Concern about changes to the fire and rescue service.

Any other business

Amicus Horizon Housing Association are holding a three day family fun event on the recreation field behind Milne Road between 10.00am and 4.00pm on Tuesday 9th, Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th August. All welcome.

Next Open WCF meeting Wednesday 19 October 2011.

