4 transport analysis - constraints and opportunities

Elwick Road is a good example of the restrictive nature of the ring road on
pedestrian and cycle movement. It intercepts a key desire line between South
Ashford and the town centre. Formal crossings are provided for pedestrians
and cyclists, although the route is disjointed with guard railing a common
feature. By contrast, vehicle access to car parks adjacent to Elwick Road is
convenient, with fast moving slip roads providing direct access and egress.

A combination of difficulty crossing the road and being confronted with large
areas of car parking immediately adjacent to the ring road give a very strong
impression to non-car users that ‘car is king'.
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4 transport analysis - constraints and opportunities

station road

At this stage, we have identified Station Road as a potential link to be
downgraded or at least partially removed from the local road network. This will
have the effect of ‘breaking the ring’, releasing potential for the town centre to
be expanded eastwards and provide the opportunity to re-instate historic routes
into the town, previously broken by construction of the ring road.

These images reinforces the impression of Ashford town centre as car
dominated. Car parks are visually obvious from all approaches, with the retall
and historic core hidden behind.
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