
 
 
Annex D: Maximum Parking Standards 
 
This table should be read in conjunction with the text on parking in paragraphs 
49 to 56. 
 
Use 
 

National Maximum 
Parking Standard 
1 space per square metre
(m2) of gross floorspace 
unless otherwise stated 

 

Threshold from and 
Above Which Standard 
Applies 

 

(gross floorspace) 
 

Food retail 
 

1 space per 14m2 
 

1000m2 
 

Non food retail 
 

1 space per 20m2 
 

1000m2 
 

Cinemas and conference 
facilities 
 

1 space per 5 seats 
 

1000m2 
 

D2 (other than cinemas, 
conference facilities and 
stadia) 
 

1 space per 22m2 
 

1000m2 
 

B1 including offices 
 

1 space per 30m2 
 

2500m2 
 

Higher and further 
education 
 

1 space per 2 staff  
+ 1 space per 15 
students 
(see note 1) 
 

2500m2 
 

Stadia 
 

1 space per 15 seats 
(see note 2) 
 

1500 seats 
 

 
Notes: 
 
1. The standard for students relates to the total number of students attending 
an educational establishment, rather than full-time equivalent figures. 
 
 
2. For stadia, sufficient coach parking should be provided to the satisfaction of 
the local authority and treated separately from car parking. Coach parking 
should be designed and managed so that it will not be used for car parking.  
 
 
3. Parking for disabled people should be additional to the maximum parking 



standards. Development proposals should provide adequate parking for 
disabled motorists, in terms of numbers and design (see Traffic Advice Leaflet 
5/95, Parking for Disabled People).  
 
 
4. For mixed use development, the gross floorspace given over to each use 
should be used to calculate the overall total maximum parking figure. For land 
uses not covered in these standards, the most stringent regional or local 
standards should apply. 
 


