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KEY FINDINGS ALA~ T 5,\-—\-\3?

Traffic speeds and pedestrian safety are critical concerns.

« Maintenance of Post Office Is very important across all age groups,
« Youth facilities must be a top priority — no age group is satisfied with current provision.

- . Strong:suppott for further limited residential development, especially where the parish recelves
planning gain: |

o Tower level of support for furtfiér commerclal development.

2 Rarlsh policy of protecting open spaces overwhelmingly supported.

« Environmentai issues are a high prierty for two-thirds of respondents.

« Thera is dissatisfaction with healthcare facllities, with the lack of a local chemist seen as the major iséue.
» Bus services are not considered satisfactory.

s Blddenden is thought to be a safe place to live, though security of property is questioned.
M-ETHODOLOGY

During the petiod 28 June — 16 July, ¢.1,500 questionnaires were distributed to each household in the parish
g?eo)l Census — 1,008 householgs), and were also hand-collected. 978 responses were received (65% response

Questions were asked on the followling topics:

Residentlal development Public transport

Commercial development Sport and leisure
Open spaces Neighbourhcod security
Trafflc management . . Youth
Post Office . Environment
Shops and businesses " Healthcare
Pedestrian safety

Raspondents were asked whether they were satisfled with current arrangements, and were given a list of options
for Improvement. For most topics, they were also asked to rank the priority — high, medium or low. Measured by
large:st-percentagd of high priority responses, the most important Issues are Post Office (81%), Open spaces
(79%), Traffic Speeds (74%) and Environment (67%).
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Questions attracting the most responses were:

. TOTAL
Are you concerned about traffic YES NO 941
speeds in the parish? 838 103
How important are the open spaces | VERY QUITE NOT 920
in the centre of Biddenden? 728 156 36
Ara:you:in:favour of further YES NO 912
. res@entralfdeveiepmen&thhm the | 592 320
parish? .
Are you happy with the current level | YES NO 906
of pedestrian safety in Biddenden? | 282 624
Is Biddenden a safe place to live? YES NO - 801
656 245
The question attracting the largest majority of responses was:
Do you agree that Biddenden will YES NO TOTAL
need a post office after the | 848 (96%) | 39 (4%) 387
temporary building closes in 20067 :
Breakdown of responses as follows:
AGE GROUP NO. OF RESPONSES PERCENTAGE
Under 11 9 i
11-18 56 6
19-25 36 4
26-40 170 17
41-80 358 36
Over 60 319 33
Not disclosed 301 - 3
TOTAL 978

According to the 2001 Census, the age ranges of the population of Biddenden are as foliows:

AGE GROUP PERCENTAGE NUMBER

U16 19.6 : 476
16-19 - 3.0 73
20-29 . 6.9 : 168
30-59 43.1 1,048
60-74 18.2 443
Over 75 9.3 226
TOTAL 2,434 |
Average age 42.8
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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT
Total votes cast 941
High Priority 74%
Total concerned 838 {89%)
Improvements {top 3 only) Flashing speed slgns 576
Pedestrian crossings 352
Extension of 30mph limit 319
OPEN SPACES i
Total votes cast 920,
High Priority 79%.
In favour of more parish 713 (84%)
councll fand
RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENT
Total votes cast . 912
High Priority 479
Total in favour 592 (65%)
Type of development {(top 3 | Starter 397
only) 7
Sheltered 292”7
Mid-sized 2246
Location Village infill 389
Quiskirts of village 281
Outskirts of parish 70
Volume - 21-50. 311
<20 153
51-100 146
More likely to support If 655 (75%)
parish gains
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
Total votes cast 906
High Priority 57%
Total concerned 624 {(69%)
Improvements (top 3 only) Pedestrian crossings 430
Pavement from Woolpack Corner 354
Renewal of south pavement in High 247
Strest
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SPORT & LEISURE

Total votes cast 805

High Priority 25%

Total concerned 348 (43%)

Improvements (top 3 only) Cycle paths 199
Upgrade of footpaths 172
Community centre 146

COMMERCIAL

DEVELOPMENT

Total votes cast 750

| High Priority 36%: -

Total in favour 445 B9%Y

Type of development (fop 3 | Small business centre 237

only)
Lelsure-refated 234
Light industry 185

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Total votes cast 677

High Priority 34%

Total concerned 403 (60%)

Emprovements (top 3 only) Frequency 259
Weekend services 220
New routes 179

YOQUTH FACILITIES

Total votes cast 673

High Priority 42%

Total concerned 468 (70%)

Improvements (top 3 oniy) Transport to sports centres 322
Youth centra/club 314
Supervised activities 239
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