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Condition Assessment Score
Good (3)

Moderate (2)
Poor (1)

There is an absence of invasive non-native species (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA, 1981). Combined cover of 
undesirable species1 and physical damage (such as excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, 
damaging levels of access, or any other damaging management activities) accounts for less than 5% of total area.

Cover of bare ground between 1% and 5%, including localised areas, for example, rabbit warrens.

Footnote 1 - Species considered undesirable for this habitat type include:  Creeping thistle Cirsium arvense , spear 
thistle Cirsium vulgare , curled dock Rumex crispus , broad-leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius , common nettle Urtica 
dioica , creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens , greater plantain Plantago major , white clover Trifolium repens , cow 
parsley Anthriscus sylvestris.

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20 per cent is more than 7 cm) 
creating microclimates which provide opportunities for insects, birds and small mammals to live and breed. 

Condition Assessment Result
Passes 5 of 5 criteria

Passes 3 or 4 of 5 criteria
Passes 0, 1 or 2 of 5 criteria

Notes

Cover of bracken less than 20% and cover of scrub (including bramble) less than 5%.

Condition Assessment Criteria

The appearance and composition of the vegetation closely matches characteristics of the specific grassland 
habitat type (see UKHab definition). Wildflowers, sedges and indicator species for the specific grassland habitat 
type are very clearly and easily visible throughout the sward.

Condition Sheet: GRASSLAND Habitat Type (medium, high & very high distinctiveness)
UKHab Habitat Type(s)

Grassland - Lowland calcareous grassland
Grassland - Lowland dry acid grassland
Grassland - Lowland meadows
Grassland - Other lowland acid grassland 
Grassland - Other neutral grassland
Grassland - Tall herb communities*
Grassland - Upland acid grassland
Grassland - Upland calcareous grassland
Grassland - Upland hay meadows
Sparsely vegetated land - Calaminarian grassland

Habitat Description
See UKHab
* Note Tall herb habitat that does not meet the definition of Annex 1 habitat 'Tall herb communities (H6430)' should
be recorded as "Other neutral grassland"
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Condition Assessment Score

Good (3)
Moderate (2)

Poor (1)

Good (3)
Moderate (2)

Poor (1)
Footnote 1 - A woodland pond will be surrounded on all sides by woodland habitat. 

Passes 9 of 9 criteria
Passes 6, 7 or 8 of 9

Condition Sheet: POND Habitat Type
UKHab Habitat Type(s)

other than for non-priority ponds,  which are those which do not meet either the definition of (i) priority habitat ponds 
or (ii) ornamental ponds

Habitat Description

Less than 10% of the pond is covered with duckweed or filamentous algae.

Condition Assessment Criteria

The pond is of good water quality, with clear water (low turbidity) indicating no obvious signs of pollution. 
Turbidity is acceptable if the pond is grazed by livestock.
There is semi-natural habitat (i.e. moderate distinctiveness or above) for at least 10 m from the pond edge.

Lakes - Ponds (priority habitat)
Lakes - Ponds (non-priority habitat)
Lakes - Temporary lakes, ponds and pools [Use this condition sheet for Temporary ponds and pools, use Lake condition 
sheet for Temporary lakes ]
Lakes - Ornamental lake or pond [Use this condition sheet for Ornamental ponds, use Lake condition sheet for 
Ornamental lakes]

CORE CRITERIA - applicable to all ponds (woodland1 and non-woodland):

See UKHab

Footnote 2 - Any species included on the Water Framework Directive UKTAG GB High Impact Species List should be 
absent.

• Frequently occurring non-native plant species include water fern Azolla spp.,  Australian swamp stonecrop Crassula 
helmsii , parrot’s feather Myriophyllum aquaticum , floating pennywort Hydrocotyle ranunculoides  and Japanese 
knotweed Fallopia japonica, giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum  (on the bank).
• Frequently occurring non-native animals include signal crayfish Pacifastacus leniusculus , zebra mussels Dreissena 
polymorpha , killer shrimp Dikerogammarus villosus , demon shrimp Dikerogammarus haemobaphes, carp Cyprinus 
carpio .
Footnote 3 - If the pond is seasonal (i.e. dries out in most summers) then emergent species alone are likely to be found.

The pond is not artificially connected to other waterbodies, either via streams, ditches or artificial pipework.

Pond water levels should be able to fluctuate naturally throughout the year. No obvious dams, pumps or 
pipework.

There is an absence of non-native plant and animal species2.

In non-woodland ponds, plants, be they emergent, submerged or floating (excluding duckweeds)3, should cover at 
least 50% of the pond area that is less than 3 m deep. 

ADDITIONAL CRITERIA - only applicable to non-woodland ponds:

Condition Assessment Result

The surface of non-woodland ponds is no more than 50% shaded by woody bankside species. 

The pond is not artificially stocked with fish. If the pond naturally contains fish, it is a native fish assemblage at low 
densities.

Passes 7 of 7 criteria
Passes 5 or 6 of 7 criteria

Passes 0, 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 of 9 criteria

Passes 0, 1, 2, 3 or 4 of 7 criteria

If 8 criteria assessed (woodland ponds):

If 10 criteria assessed (non-woodland ponds):




