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This is a personal statement in support of the appellant – Telereal Trillium

Thank you for allowing me to speak to this inquiry
I am Lucy Huntington; 
Wye and Wye College have been an important part of my life for the last 60 years. First as an undergraduate, in the 1960s, as a resident until 1974 during which time I was honorary landscape architect for the college. After leaving Wye in 1974 I returned many times to visit friends and, on several occasions, to attend activities in the College. Returning to Wye twenty three years ago I was asked to join the academic staff as a lecturer and to take on the added responsibility of overseeing the grounds and gardens.  This I continued to do until there were no students left to attend my lectures and in the case of the grounds and gardens until the College finally closed. I then co-founded Wye Heritage and in 2011 we took on the Latin School as Wye Heritage Centre. From the closure of the College in 2009 until 2019 I have entered the College each month to join in Evening worship in the College Chapel and to pray for the future of the College buildings.  The last time I was in College was Remembrance Day 2020 when we laid wreathes on the war memorials in the cloister Quadrangle and read out the names of the 188 men of the College who gave their lives in two world wars

For me personally entering through the great doors of the College has always been a sort of ‘coming home’. It was, of course for security reasons, always a ‘gated community’ with the doors closed and locked at night and only open when there was a porter on duty to check the credentials of anyone coming into the College. On entering I loved looking across the Agricola Quad at the beautiful Edwardian facade, and then walking through the passage past the dining room and into the Middle quad with its combination of the Medieval and the Edwardian buildings around the central grass area. As a student I would then go to the cloakrooms and then to whichever lecture room or laboratory was on that day’s schedule. In more recent years, particularly in my role of looking after the gardens, I would often go through the passage by the Great Hall into the Cloister quad and stop and enjoy the quiet  peace of this space - then go past the Jacobean staircase and through the door into West Quad.  On through the narrow passage to the very small quad with the magnificent rose climbing the wall of the Old Lecture theatre and then back into Middle quad.
For me Wye College is these five linked quadrangles with the mixture of Medieval, Jacobean, Victorian and Edwardian buildings as an integrated whole which is important and irreplaceable

. 
Since 2006 there have been numerous plans put forward for the college buildings but Telereal Trilliums plans are the only ones which ensures  the integrity of the buildings and the quadrangles, leaving it unchanged.

The WyeCRAG  proposal seeks to break up the College into at least two quite separate distinct entities with no connection between the parts, I can’t believe that the owners of the houses which seemingly will occupy the Edwardian part of the College will be willing to allow the various visitors to the Hotel/conference centre complex free access into their part At the very least the opening into Middle Quad next to the Great Hall would need the security of a locked door and the existing door into  West Quad from the staircase would need to be secured.  To me this break up of the college buildings would be a disaster and has to be resisted.

Much has been said about public access to the College; to add my own experience – as a student there were many private areas of the buildings, some such as the male students rooms were firmly out of bounds, other areas I was only permitted to enter for lectures, practicals etc. other areas I was only allowed to enter if specifically invited by members of the staff. 
There was still a distinction when I returned as a member of staff, areas I had free access to, others occasional permitted access, others no access at all.
There never has been open access and the idea put forward of someone just wandering into College and sitting down to enjoy the view was completely untenable as apart from interrogation by the porter,  there was actually nowhere to sit until in 2000 I persuaded the Agricola Club to buy ten benches for me to place around the quadrangles.

However, there will be access, albeit somewhat restricted, under the current plans.  The chapel is to be open for public worship four times a month, and there will be tours around the quadrangles and to the Great Hall, Jacobean staircase, chapel and Old Lecture Theatre once a month.  There is also an open Heritage day once a year This is all far better than we might have expected when Imperial sold the College.
Throughout the history of the College buildings there has been constant change, first a seminary, then private dwellings, a school and then an Agricultural College during which tenure - the greatest change was, possibly, the introduction of female students after the war.  As more buildings were added and student numbers grew so the use of the rooms, particularly in the original college, were constantly being changed.  Change is usually good leading to growth and that is what we need if Wye as a village is to grow and thrive and the constant resistance to the growth of Wye is to be deplored.   

I have to accept that Wye College has gone probably due to poor management and disastrous decision to merge with Imperial College.  But it stays alive in my memories. 
We just have to go forward and accept that the buildings and quadrangles we remember full of students and staff will now be filled with forty families who have chosen to live here and will hopefully enjoy their beautiful, historic, irreplaceable surroundings.
For myself I look forward to the sad empty buildings of the past eleven years being restored and rebuilt so that I can once more enter the great doors whether to go to a service in the chapel or lead the guided tours around the quadrangles.

This needs to happen NOW

Thank you for your attention. 
