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1. General 

1.1. The British Standard (BS 5837:2012) provides the most appropriate and widely 

accepted guidance on how to carry pre-development tree surveys and assessments. The 

SJA tree survey schedule complies with the British Standard (BS5837:2012) specification 

for pre-development tree surveys, as set out at Section 4.4 of that publication (Core 

Document CD 5.7). 

1.2. The relevant definition of a root protection area (‘RPA’) is that set out in the British 

Standard at 3.7 of that document; that is, “a layout design tool indicating the minimum area 

around a tree deemed to contain sufficient roots and rooting volume to maintain the tree’s 

viability, and where the protection of the roots and soil structure is treated as a priority.” 

1.3. The relevant definition of an ancient or veteran tree buffer zone is as set out in 

Government Guidance on “Ancient woodland, ancient trees and veteran trees: advice for 

making planning decisions” (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-ancient-trees-

and-veteran-trees-advice-for-making-planning-decisions): “For ancient or veteran trees 

(including those on the woodland boundary), the buffer zone should be at least 15 times 

larger than the diameter of the tree. The buffer zone should be 5 metres from the edge of 

the tree’s canopy if that area is larger than 15 times the tree’s diameter. This will create a 

minimum root protection area.” 

1.4. The scheme will retain the majority of trees within the Appeal site, with only 46 of the 

479 trees surveyed as individual specimens needing to be removed, of which only two (nos. 

43 and 46) are mature specimens. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-ancient-trees-and-veteran-trees-advice-for-making-planning-decisions
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-ancient-trees-and-veteran-trees-advice-for-making-planning-decisions
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2. Appledore Road tree avenue 

2.1. The original Appledore Road tree avenue was planted in the nineteenth century. It 

comprised 42 pairs of trees, one on the north side of the road and one on the south, planted 

approximately 100 ft apart with the pairs alternating between horse chestnut and common 

lime. 

2.2. As set out at Section 4.2 of Simon Jones’ proof of evidence, thirty-five of the original 

trees planted within the avenue are no longer present. 

2.3. The trees in the avenue are covered by Tree Preservation Order No. 15, 2021, made 

on the 22nd of December 2021; and at the time of writing, yet to be confirmed. 

3. Tree 43 

3.1. The horse chestnut no. 43 is of a size and age consistent with it having been one of 

the original avenue plantings in the nineteenth century. 

3.2. This tree’s location is as shown on the Tree Protection Plan appended to the SJA 

Arboricultural Implications report (Core Document CD 1.13). 

3.3. The tree appears to be one of an original pair, standing opposite horse chestnut tree 

no. 44 on the south side of Appledore Road. 

3.4. The tree is alive and shows no evidence of significant structural or physiological 

defects that suggest it might be diseased or structurally unsound and thereby might have to 

be removed in the near future. 

3.5. The species, age class and assessment of structural and physiological condition of 

the tree, referred to in the Council’s reason for refusal no. 3, are as shown in the SJA tree 

survey schedule of the arboricultural implications report submitted with the application (Core 

Document CD 1.13). 

3.6. The dimensions of tree no. 43 are as set out at paragraph 4.3.1 of Mr Jones’ proof of 

evidence, based on his review of the tree in December 2021: that is, 19m in height with a 

single upright trunk of 790mm at measured 1.5m above ground level. it has a crown that 

extends 8.75m to the north, 10.75m to the east, 6.75m to the south and 9.25m to the west. 
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3.7. The tree’s foliage is infected with the Horse chestnut leaf miner (Cameraria ohridella); 

but in the short term, and possibly the long-term the effects of this are unlikely to lead directly 

to the tree’s decline. 

3.8. The trunk and parts of the crown are readily visible in various views from Appledore 

Road.  

3.9. The tree is included as T18 in the Tree Preservation Order No. 15, 2021, made on 

the 22nd of December 2021. 

3.10. Both parties accept that to construct the proposed access, tree 43 would need to be 

removed. The parties also agree that a CAVAT payment of £34,213 has been set by KCC 

and is considered to be reasonable according to KCC’s scheme of published charges.  

4. Tree 381 

4.1. The species, dimensions, age classes and assessments of structural and 

physiological condition of the field maple tree no. 381, referred to in the Council’s reason for 

refusal no. 4, are broadly as shown in the SJA tree survey schedule of the arboricultural 

implications report submitted with the application (Core Document CD 1.13). 

4.2. The field maple appears to be a lapsed coppice stool, that is, a tree that in the past 

has either died, collapsed, been cut down and then re-grown from the stump, or has been 

coppiced, perhaps repeatedly, to provide firewood or timber. It is considered ‘ancient’ on 

account of this stool despite it having largely rotted away.  

4.3. The Google Earth aerial photograph taken in 1940 shows no evidence of a tree in 

this location, just a line of hedgerow plants. Aerial photographs taken since that time, as 

included in section 5.3 of Simon Jones’ proof of evidence, show the tree’s crown growing in 

size and developing the canopy it has today.  

4.4. Historical maps, shown in the historic landscape assessment by RPS (CD1.18) show 

that the hedgerow in which this specimen is growing was present on the John Adams map 

of 1822; but not present on the earlier Andrews and Drury map of 1769. Field maple has a 

life expectancy of 100 to 200 years so it is extremely unlikely that any former tree in this 

location, from the stump of which the existing stems may be growing, would have been 

present in 1769. 



 

Land Between Appledore and Woodchurch Roads, Tenterden 

Arboricultural Statement of Common Ground 

25 January 2022 

4.5. Whilst this might be designated an ‘ancient’ tree, historic management has resulted 

in the stool giving rise to stems of some 70 to 80 years of age.  

4.6. The tree shows no evidence of significant structural or physiological defects that 

might indicate it is in decline or of only short-term potential. 

4.7. As neither the base, the main structural roots nor the crown of the tree lie within or 

overhang the footprint of the proposed pitch, the tree’s removal is not automatically required 

to allow its installation.  

4.8. The findings of the Sports Surface Consultants report (CD 1.7) that topsoil pH in the 

adjacent fields (F10 and F12) was found to be in the range of 5.6 to 5.7 (a ‘moderately acidic 

soil) is more acidic than preferred by field maple, which can tolerate this acidity but prefers 

a less acidic soil in the ‘neutral’ pH range of between 6.6 to 7.3 or even a slightly alkaline 

soil in the 7.4 to 7.8 range. 

4.9. The nutrient status of the topsoil (where a significant proportion of tree roots can be 

found) was found to be “generally deficient in the major nutrients phosphorous (P) and 

potassium (K)”, as stated in the Sports Surface Consultants report (CD 1.7). These nutrients 

are important for root growth. 

4.10. An accurate indication of tree root morphology can be gained through the use of trial 

pits and ground radar. This is considered a soundly based assessment of likely root 

distribution. 

4.11. The evidence obtained from trial pits and from the ground radar investigation (Simon 

Jones proof of evidence, sections 5.6 to 5.8) indicate that the roots of this specimen are of 

greater distribution and density to the north and south, in the field bank on which the tree is 

growing, rather than beneath the fields F10 and F12 to the west and the east.  As evidenced 

by the ground radar, there are roots to the west and east extending to in excess of 9m from 

the stem of the tree - which in the case of the western distribution lies beneath the proposed 

pitch site. 

4.12. The proposed sports pitch will require no excavation deeper than 50mm on the west 

side of this tree, and no roots of greater than 20mm diameter were found in the upper 50mm 

of the soil within the footprint of the proposed pitch. Consequently, if any roots need to be 

severed to facilitate installation of the pitch, they will be no greater than 20mm diameter.  
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5. Areas of disagreement 

5.1. The Appellant considers that the mitigation that will be secured will limit the harm 

from the loss of the horse chestnut no. 43, so that overall, in the short-term the effect would 

be neutral whilst in the longer-term there could be wider enhancement. The Council 

considers that the loss of the tree cannot be mitigated and that the short-term loss would be 

significant. 

5.2. The Appellant accepts that some works will take place within the buffer zone of the 

field maple no. 381; however, these would be very limited and would not have a material 

effect on the health of the tree. The Appellant also considers that the future management 

and maintenance of the playing pitch would not lead to any deterioration in the health of the 

tree. The Council considers that both the construction and maintenance of the playing pitch 

could lead to the deterioration in the health of the tree owing to the centred circle of a Buffer 

Zone not being applied correctly according to the Council’s interpretation of NE Standing 

Advice CD5.8. 

5.3. The Appellant considers that the works to create the playing pitch will not lead to the 

long-term loss of tree 381. The Council believes that in the long-term this is a possibility. 

5.4. The Council considers that the excavation associated with the pitch construction 

would result in root severance of tree 381 as many of the fine feeding roots that are less 

than 20mm in diameter would be located in the upper soil horizon and lie within a centralised 

Buffer Zone. The Appellant considers that whilst fine feeding roots were noted in the upper 

50mm of trial pits 2, 3, 8 and 10 (but 8 & 10 are not beneath the footprint of the proposed 

pitch), that these are roots that re-grow readily on a regular basis, irrespective of disturbance 

and so their loss isn’t of great significance 

5.5. The Council also considers that the aim of a Buffer Zone as set out in CD/5.8, in 

buffering the tree from any harm is not served by either constructing a sports pitch or 

morphing the shape of the Buffer Zone.  The Appellant considers that whatever the shape 

or the extent of the Buffer Zone, the tree will neither be lost nor deteriorate as a result of 

construction or use of the proposed sports pitch. 

5.6. Whilst both parties agree that the nutrients identified in 4.9 above are important for 

root growth, the Council does not agree that the deficiency identified has unduly inhibited 
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root growth and morphology as demonstrated by the Ground Radar investigation. The 

Appellant disagrees and considers nutrient deficiency to be one of the reasons why root 

growth and density is reduced beneath the footprint of the proposed pitch, as demonstrated 

by the Ground Radar investigation. 

 

  25/01/2022 


