
 

Ashford Borough Council 

The Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 

Part 4, Section 59 

Public Spaces Protection Order 

2026 – Ashford Urban  

Ashford Borough Council (the Council) in exercise of the power under section 59 of 

The Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 (the Act) being satisfied that 

the conditions set out in section 59 of the Act have been met, makes the following 

order: 

1. The order shall come into operation on 26th January 2026 and shall have 

effect for 3 years, unless extended by further orders.  

 

2. This order relates to the public areas shown by the black line on the plan 

annexed to this order (the restricted area): 

 

a) No person shall urinate or defecate in any public place, including 

doorways or alcoves of premises accessible to the public.  

 

b) No person shall refuse to stop drinking alcohol or hand over any 

containers (sealed or unsealed) which are believed to contain alcohol, 

when required, to do so by an authorised officer in order to prevent public 

nuisance or disorder within the designated public space. 

 

c) No person shall be in possession of any glass drinking vessel, including 

but not limited to pint glasses, wine glasses, or glass bottles, within the 

designated public space. Any such vessel must be surrendered upon 

request by an authorised officer, in order to prevent public nuisance or 

disorder. 

 

d) No persons shall play ball games in areas which is signed as “No ball 

games”. 

 

 

 



e) No person shall use a motor vehicle to perform any of the following 

activities: 

(1)  Revving of engine (s) (as to cause a nuisance) 

(2) Repeated sudden and rapid acceleration (as to cause a nuisance) 

(3) Racing 

(4) Performing stunts (as to cause a nuisance) 

(5) Sounding horns (as to cause a public nuisance) 

(6) Playing music in a motor vehicle (as to cause a public nuisance) 

(7) Driving in convoy 

(8) Using threatening , intimidating behaviour towards another person; and  

(9) Causing obstruction on a public highway, whether moving or stationary. 

 

f) No person shall use foul or abusive language likely to cause harassment, 

alarm, or distress 

 

g) No person shall be in possession of any catapult, slingshot, or any similar 

device capable of discharging a projectile, where such possession is 

deemed by an authorised officer to present a risk of injury, damage to 

property, or to contribute to antisocial behaviour. This includes devices 

that, in the opinion of an authorised officer, are likely to be used in a 

manner that causes alarm, harassment, or distress. 

 

h) No person shall ride or operate an e-scooter, e-bike, or any other 

electrically powered personal transport device within the areas marked on 

the map, except for mobility scooters used by individuals with disabilities 

or limited mobility, and legal electrically assisted pedal cycles. 

 

i) No person shall erect any non-permanent structure, including tents or 

pallet houses, in public spaces without prior authorisation.  

 

3. Any person who, without reasonable excuse, fails to comply with the 

requirements of this order commits an offence and shall be liable to a fixed 

penalty notice of £100 or on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 

level 3 on the standard scale. 

 

4. Any challenges to this order must be made in the High Court by an 

interested person within six weeks of it being made. An interested person is 

someone who lives in, regularly works in or visits the restricted area. This 

means that only those who directly affected by the restrictions have the 

power to challenge. The right to challenge also exists where an order is 

varied by the Council. 

 

Interested persons can challenge the validity of this order on two grounds: 



a)That the Council did not have power to make the order, or to include 

particular prohibitions or requirements 

b) That one of the requirements of the legislation, for instance consultation, 

has not been complied. 

Where an application is made in the High Court can decide to suspend the 

operation of the order pending the Court’s decision, in part or in totality. The 

High Court has the ability to uphold the order, quash it or vary it. 

 

Signed:  

Community Safety and Wellbeing Manager  

Dated:  12th January 2026 
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