
Guidance on the handling of Schedule 2 applications - Gateway Test A (Planning Issues of Significance to the Local Area)
Schedule 2 applications (other than ‘own interest’) 
‘Significance’ is the determining factor for Schedule 2 applications. The decision pathway for such application will either be by a decision made by the Council’s Planning Committee or a decision made by Officers in accordance with the powers delegated to them by the Council ‘s Constitution. 
An important point to stress is that the pathway decision required by the Regulations should not be conflated with a likely application outcome. Both the Planning Committee and Officers have powers to approve or refuse applications.
Criterion A of the Regulations sets out that significance may include an application that raises issues of economic, social or environmental significance to the local area.  
The range of applications covered by Schedule 2 is varied. For some applications, issues of scale/quantum of development will be likely to an important consideration in deciding the application determination pathway. However, scale/quantum is not the sole determining factor, and the Regulations deliberately do not make it so. 
The assessment by the Nominated Officer and Nominated Member will therefore consider both scale/quantum (where that is relevant) together with the planning significance of a proposal in terms of the economic, social or environmental issues that it raises in the local area.
This assessment will be carried out following the early ‘consultation stage’ part of the application consideration process. The decision reached will be recorded and the information on the web-site relating to an application will then be updated so that  applicants, their agents, statutory and other consultees, parish and town councils and the local community are clear on how the application will be dealt with by the Council as a matter of procedure.

Significance - in terms of scale/quantum/type
As a generality, and related to the locational context of the application site, the greater the scale of development that is proposed (whether that is in terms of the number of homes or the size of an application site or amount of new floorspace), it will be more likely that it is capable of being considered significant as part of the required assessment to determine the decision pathway. A further consideration will be the extent to which a proposal involves a development site allocated in the Council’s Local Plan.

In respect of retrospective applications, the Council’s Local Enforcement Plan strongly encourages the submission of retrospective applications through s.73A(1) of the Town and Country Planning Act. Whether such applications raise issues of economic, social or environmental significance to the local area will be considered on their own merits taking into account the scale, quantum, and type of development carried out.  

The local Significance of economic, social or environmental issues 
In respect of Criterion A of the Regulations, the following checklists will be used as part of the assessment of an application to help inform the Council’s decision on the application determination pathway. By their nature, the checklists cannot be exhaustive seeking to capture every possible development scenario. However, their content should enable views to be recorded by the checklist user in a structured way that will assist the pathway decision that the Council is required to make. 

Any views that recorded will not determine the likely outcome of an application and nor should be taken to infer a final outcome.
	ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Jobs & employment floorspace - loss
	
	
	

	Would the proposal raise a significant issue in terms of job losses (direct and/or indirect) in the local economy?
	
	
	

	Would the proposal raise a significant issue in terms of job losses within a particular sector of the local economy?
	
	
	

	Would the proposal raise a significant issue in terms of  employment floorspace loss within a particular sector of the local economy?
	
	
	

	Would the proposal raise significant issues in respect of educational/retail or leisure provision including the expansion of existing facilities?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	

	Jobs & employment floorspace – creation & expansion of existing facilities 
	
	
	

	Would the proposal raise a significant issue in terms of new floorspace provision and job provision (direct and/or indirect) through strategic inward investment in a particular sector of the local economy? 
	
	
	

	In terms of employment creation, are there any other significant issues that need to be considered?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	

	Vitality & viability of a town / local centre
	
	
	

	Would the proposal raise a significant issue through its potential positive or negative impacts on town centre / local centre vitality & viability?
	
	
	

	Would the proposal represent a significant new investment in a town centre or local centre through new building or the re-purposing of existing buildings?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Community life - loss
	
	
	

	Would the proposal raise a significant issue in terms of the partial or complete loss of a use of land and/or building(s) that currently make a positive contribution to community life and social cohesion within a town, neighbourhood or village?  
	
	
	

	Would the proposal involve the loss of a designated asset of community value?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Community life – additions  
	
	
	

	Would the proposal raise any significant issues in terms of its potential to create a positive addition to community life and social cohesion within a town, neighbourhood or village? 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Community life – specific impacts 
	
	
	

	Would the proposal be likely to have any significant impacts on a specific part of the community?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	ENVIONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Designated environmentally sensitive sites and ecology & biodiversity 
	
	
	

	Would the proposal affect the protection, conservation and enhancement  of any environmentally sensitive internationally designated protected area? 
(i.e. Special Area of Conservation / Special Protection Area for birds / significant wetlands protected under the Ramsar Convention)
	
	
	

	Would the proposal affect the protection, conservation and enhancement  of any environmentally sensitive nationally designated protected area? 
(i.e. Site of Special Scientific Interest / National Nature Reserve)
	
	
	

	Would the proposal impact on Ancient Woodland?
	
	
	

	Would the proposal affect the protection, conservation and enhancement  of any environmentally sensitive locally designated protected area? 
(i.e. Local Nature Reserve / Local Wildlife Site/ Local Geological Site) 
	
	
	

	Would the proposal involve significant tree or habitat loss, including protected trees and protected habitats?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Flood risk 
	
	
	

	Is the development proposal located either wholly or partly in Flood Zone 1? 
	
	
	

	Is the development proposal located either wholly or partly in Flood Zone 2?
	
	
	

	Is the development proposal located either wholly or partly in Flood Zone 3?
	
	
	

	Would the proposal have the potential to increase flood risk at the defined application site or in the surrounding area?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Landscape
	
	
	

	Would the proposal affect the conservation and enhancement of designated National Landscape and/or its setting?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Heritage Assets
	
	
	

	Would the proposal affect either a designated or  non-designated archaeological asset? 
	
	
	

	Would the proposal affect a designated Scheduled Ancient Monument?
	
	
	

	Would the proposal impact a listed building, its special features or its setting?
	
	
	

	Would the proposal impact a conservation area or its setting?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Public Right of Way (PRoW) 
	
	
	

	Would a proposal impact the existing route of a PRoW and/or its experiential qualities? 
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