
OPENING STATEMENT FROM LIMES LAND PROTECTION GROUP 

FOR PLANNING APPEAL APP/E2205/W/21/3284479 

Ashford Borough Council Planning Application Reference 21/00790/AS 

Limes Land Protection Group (LLPG)invites the Planning Inspector to review in full our 

comprehensive Representations made for this Planning Appeal. 

The appeal documents and supporting evidence produced by Wates Developments 

include a significant number of inaccuracies, inconsistencies, omissions, contradictions 

and flaws which we consider substantively affect the credibility of the appeal. The Planning 

Inspector is invited to accept assertions made, and alleged “facts” relied upon, by Wates 

Developments only if they are supported by truly independent evidence i.e. not that of their 

chosen consultants 

In our Representations, we have sought to highlight, and challenge, a significant number 

of these fundamental errors, including in respect of: 

- Trees 

- Ecology 

- Drainage 

- Flood risk 

- Sustainability 

- Deliverability 

- Climate Change 

• Unequivocal substantial harm will occur if development takes place on the site 

leading to a catastrophic, and irreplaceable, loss of biodiversity.  

• Ancient and veteran trees will be put at risk, conflicting with the NPPF and the 

Ashford Local Plan because inadequate RPA’s have been afforded to allow for more 

infrastructure, development and football pitches. LLPG consider that Wates 

Developments are deliberately ignoring the minimum RPA guidance as defined by the 

British Standard.  



• It has been established that untold amounts of carbon will be released from the 

ancient grassland if development is permitted, thereby contributing to climate 

change. Wates Developments have glossed over this issue.  

• Increased flood risk will result as the development will stretch an already overloaded 

drainage system.  

• Historic landscape features will be destroyed, thereby denying future generations the 

opportunity to experience a truly special and ancient site on their doorstep.  

• The residents of Tenterden, together with LLPG, question whether it is justifiable for 

planning permission to be granted when the proposal is not sustainable or 

deliverable, and will lead to substantial harm? Currently, hundreds of dwellings are 

being built in Tenterden, with hundreds more allocated in the Ashford Local Plan. The 

Ashford Local Plan clearly states that the majority of development should take place 

in Ashford as it is a sustainable location, yet this is also being ignored by Wates 

Developments


